








On next steps

By Heidie Raine

I'm currently sitting in the Dayton airport, gate B19, three
granola bars into a flight delay. The plane that came from
Philadelphia has a bad nose, so while it gets rhinoplasty,
we're waiting for another jet from D.C. Then to Chicago
we'll go — a jamboree of travelers depleted of phone
batteries but rich in free airline snacks.

Chicago is a 90-minute drive from my mother’s house.
It's close enough that | can convince my dad to pick
me up tonight, but it's far enough that my mother has
requested | take the bus shuttle back to the airport come
Monday.

Still, something about circling Lake Michigan to land
and breathe in Chicago's air (it smells distinctly of urine)
makes me feel warm. | know what that place looks like.
It's my state. It's where | learned to ride a bike, had my
first kiss, went to high school, returned to every holiday.

But tonight, I’'m not flying to Illinois for a holiday. I'm
flying back because | miss my mom; | miss my church;
| haven't been home in five months; | need to begin my
wedding dress fittings; the race track that my stepdad
loves is hosting its annual Wheel Stand, and | want
nothing more than to sit in a folding chair and watch
funny cars crank by in the company of sunburnt men
with ponytails.

These are the treasures | surrendered when | moved
out last August. In exchange for my hometown'’s
specialties, | received the gentle kick of growing up. My
address changed. It's a whispering reminder that while
I'm always welcome in my mother’'s home, I'm a visitor
there.

Why am | so reflective in this sticky, rural airport? | can't
say. Maybe going home makes my Ohio residency feel
more distant, more severe. Maybe | don’t know how to
inhabit my childhood space with my grown-woman life.
Maybe | feel like I'm cheating — like missing home means
| can’t handle the rigor of marriage, graduation, the next
steps. Maybe I'm realizing that | haven't seen my parents
in nearly half a year, and | wonder if I'll see age in their
faces that | hadn't before.

Planning a wedding accelerated the feeling. | registered
for sugar canisters and throw blankets that look nothing
like my mother's. Last week, my fiance and | bought a
couch — a new one that we'll take with us when we
move. I'm filling my apartment with things too big for my
Illinois bedroom closet, but it's appropriate. I've started
thinking about what it would be like to invite my parents
over for a housewarming party.

That's weird. It's weird to hold ambition and
homesickness in proper tension.

But even among my single friends, there's a shared
impression that it's time to dive out of the nest. What

does the recent graduate with no car, debt, and
summer-camp work experience do?

Their best. They find cheap rent and thrifty housemates
and hunker down until the right job interview and wave
of confidence comes rushing through. Then slowly,
with oceanic patience and God’s grace, they sneak
into adulthood. The exact mechanics of that maneuver
remain an ancient secret that most people figure out by
27.

| suppose these are the meditations of a 21-year-old
soon-to-be graduate, soon-to-be a wife, soon-to-be
scholar-in-training, but not-yet any of those things.

And as everything in my life whizzes around, there’s
something serene about catching the late flight home to
my childhood bedroom where | can wrap myself in the
sheets that knew me at 14.

This weekend, | will amble through familiar trails and
sit in familiar coffee shops and catch my breath. I'll cheer
on funny cars at the race track whose tar stench used to
make me nauseous but now beckons to me.

When | come home to Ohio on Monday, I'll resume
the laundry and homework that | put on pause. But
hopefully refreshed — hopefully with a dose of some
peculiar, nostalgic adrenaline to remind me that before a
foundation can be laid, the builder must shuffle through
many plots of bumpy, untested ground.

Heidie Raine

Heidie Raine is a senior English major with a concentration in
creative and journalistic writing. When she isn't doing lit theory
homework, she likes drinking La Croix and reading Brian Doyle
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Change in comedy

How streaming has impacted a genre

By Ella Smith

We all laugh.

From the beginning of creation,
laughter has been a gift from God.
Likewise, the comedy genre is not a
new idea. It has been around since as
early as the fifth century in Ancient
Greek plays. Many things about
comedy haven't changed. Comedy
still has the main goal of making
people laugh, entertaining people,
often showing the absurdities in life
and offering a helpful takeaway for
the audience.

However, with the growing
popularity of streaming and the shift
in how society consumes media,
comedy isn't viewed or experienced
in the same way it used tc be. We no
longer go to the theaters for every
new movie we watch. We don't go to
comedy clubs to see new comedians.
Society is not the same as it was a
few years ago. A good guestion to
ask ourselves is whether comedy has
changed with it or been left behind.

There are many different formats
used to portray comedy. Two of the
most prevalent are movies and stand-
up. They make up the majority of the
ways comedy i3 expressed and are
the most commonly viewed mediums
of comedy.

Comedy movies experienced a
shift over the last few years in how
they are both viewed and made. In
the late 2000s, comedy movies were
prevalent and had frequent success
as blockbusters. Since then the genre
has experienced several failures. In
2010, there were 21 comedy movies
in the top 100 highest-grossing
films. In 2015 there were 18. That
number went down to 15 in 2020
and dropped to 8 in 2021 This steady
decline points to a lack of interest in
comedy movies. It's not that there are
fewer comedy movies but there are
certainly fewer comedy movies that
are deoing well in theaters.

There could be a few reasons for
this. One reason could be studios
leaning more toward actor-based
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comedies rather than script-based
comedies. This leads to comedies
often lacking a solid plot and new
writing. These actor-based comedies
are not always bad but have grown
stagnant.

Another reason is the popularity
of streaming services. Streaming
services have changed every genre of
televisiorn and movies but especially
comedies. Comedy movies have
always been a riskier genre because
it is subjective and requires a good
balance of elerments to create a
successful movie. This has only been
heightened by fans growing more
vocal about negative opinicns. Now
that streaming services have taken
over so much media production, it
nc longer feels necessary for them to
take that risk.

“Streaming is keeping comedy

alive, but that doesn't mean it always

works,” said Sean O'Connor, assistant
professor of Broadcasting, Digital
Media, and Journalism at Cedarville
University.

There is a lot more content on
streaming services, but many of
them fail to make an impression or
create something unique. Many are
just rehashes of familiar concepts
with no new twist added to them.
Every few movies you will find a2 good
unique one but it's hard to distinguish
what will be good and what will be
unimpressive.

The growth of online platforms
influence stand-up comedy. And
changes in stand-up have had
positive effects on the industry.

In the past, stand-up comedians
had to be a famous actor before
becoming a comedian. Otherwise,
they would have to slog tirelessly in
small venues for little to no pay until
they had built up encugh popularity

Now, with so many ways to view
content, it is easier for comedians
to build a platform on YouTube or
social media in a more risk-free
environment. This enables them to

already have an audience before
performing shows or touring.
Comedians who have an established
audience are also able to use
streaming platforms. Many streaming
services are adding comedy series
from famous comedians. Netflix
alone released 54 stand-up comedy
specials this year This can bolster a
comedian’s popularity and allow them
to reach an audience they might not
have reached from in-person shows,

On the other hand, there could be
some downsides to the poputarity
of online platform building. With
mare content online, it is easier for
people to watch clips of people and
determine whether they are funny
or not before they go see them in
person. This means comedians must
have content that is funny enough
to entice their audience to go out of
their way to watch them.

As far as the actual content of
stand-up comedy, not too much has
changed in the structure and format
of comedy, It still is a highly subjective
genre and largely dependent on the
audience.

Comedy in all its mediums is
nothing new, nor will it cease to
exist anytime soon. However, it has
changed in how it is produced and
consumed and will continue to do
so. It is less important in what form
comedy appears but rather that it
fulfills a purpose, toc entertain, amuse,
serve as a destresser, or peint out a
dissonance in society.

Payton Burdette, the president
of LOL, the Cedarville comedy
organization alsc works at Funny
Bone, a comedy club in Dayton.

“The genre of comedy is timeless,”
he said. "How people consume that
content will change.”

Ella Srrith i3 a freshimen professional
writing and informaltional design student
as well as a writer for Cedars. She enjovs

a stack of good books, 8 warm cup of lea
fwith a fair bit of honey ) and cuddiling with
her dogs.
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The life of Brenda Reid

Genealogies brought Brenda Reid closer to her family and their history of faith

By Marielle Payton

Brenda Reid is the director of
International Student Services and
well-beloved by international,
missionary kids and "third culture kid”
students. She manages and oversees
‘everything international students.”

But she also has a secret specialty
that takes her across borders. Reid
has an avid interest in history and
has been doing personal genealogy
research for over 15 years.

Through her research, she
uncovered an inspiring story of
faithfulness. From fleeing religious
persecution to planting churches for
marginatized communities, her famity
has a fascinating history of ministry
and service.

Reid always enjoyed learning about
history. She majored in history during
her time as a Cedarville student
from 1984 to 1988. However, it was
through conversations with her
parents and extended family that her
curiosity really began to grow about
her own history.

“Tell me about your grandparents,”
she asked.

Her mom knew a little bit about her
side of the family tree, but her dad
didn't know much at alt. it was after
he died that Reid began to dig into
some of those questions.

Reid's father grew up humbly,
spending his summers in the South,
barefoot and picking bugs off of
tobacco plants.

Her mother's side, however, has
a legendary history. Most notably,
she remembers hearing about a
grandfather who died at Andersonville
prison in Georgia. But through
research, she discovered it wasn't
her grandfather, it was his brother -
her great-uncle. It turns out that her
grandfather did die but it was during
the Civil War — killed during a battle.

A lot of her research throughout
the years has been done slowly by
carefully sifting through records at
online genealogical sites. The service
Reid uses is FamilySearch, a popular
free genealogical record website
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that includes both United States and
international records. She's also made
use of Ancestry.com. She loves cross-
referencing and researching on both
websites.

"My siblings atways enjoy hearing
the tidbits, but they haven't pursued it
as | have,” Reid said. "I'm definitely the
family historian.”

She discovered a lot of fun facts
while working on this project. Her
family is related to the Breyers of
Breyer's Ice Cream, as well as possibly
related to the Heinz of Heinz's Sauces
and Condiments. She hasn't been
able to completely verify the latter
due to a lack of sufficient records, but
she has a fond memory of attending
a Heinz family reunion and coming
away with a lot of cool souvenirs,
including a pickie pin and T-shirt.

However, following the thread
of faith and service in her family is
what she's really passionate about.
One example is the story of her third
great-grandfather, Elial Jostin. Joslin
was an oyster fisherman from New
Jersey and a faithful member of the
local assembly, Dividing Creek Baptist
Church. One day, however, it was
discovered that he'd been fishing
on Sunday and the church promptly
kicked him out for violating the Lord's
Day. Reasonably, Joslin was upset
and didn't go back to the church
for several years. But eventually, he
decided to apologize and the church
happily welcomed him back into
fellowship.

Joslin's family didn't stay long at the
church after making amends. Instead,
that experience became the catalyst
for their family leaving and starting
a church for sailors and seamen.

He and his family founded Mariner's
Bethel Church, a floating seaman’s
missionary church in Phitadelphia,

a place where all who "“fished their
ware” for a living were welcome.

“The one thing for me that's been
really neat to see is the history of
believers in my family, generations
back,” Reid said.

Brenda Reid

Reid particularly loves looking at
census records and seeing what
people did for a living. A lot of her
dad’s ancestcrs were textile worlers.
They jumped back and forth between
North Carclina and Virginia, looking
for work, One ancestor who was
kicked cut of Scotland due to being
on the wrong side of the Jacobite
rebellion became a silversmith in
Williamsburg. He went from living in
a castle to living in a brick house and
working for a living.

“When you stand in the ruins of a
castle that was built in the year 800,
all of a sudden you start to realize
how much more history there is
that you don't know, and how many
people came behind you to build
the life and the experiences that
you have now,” Reid said. "That's
really humbling. The guy who was
kicked out of Scotland, started an
entirely new legacy for his family,
living honestly and working hard and
not depending on status or name.
It's been neat to see those kinds of
stories unfold.”

Not everyone in Reid's family has
been a believer. She's found some
grievous stories as well, about
choices ancestors have made and
causes they've supported that go
against everything she believes.

But it alsc makes her grateful for
redemption and grace, and thankful
that their mistakes haven't carried
forward. Learning about the history
of believers in her family has
inspired her. It's given her a greater
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Title IX celebrates its 50th anniversary

Gender equality came to athletics in 1972

by Chris Karenbauer

Teresa Clark, Cedarville University's
Faculty Athletic Representative, was
a student athlete when Title X was
implemented 50 years ago. She
played volleyball as a student, and
then she returned to Cedarville as the
head coach for the volleyball team.

Title IX of the Education
Amendments was adopted in 1972 to
end sex discrimination. Accarding to
the Department of Education, Title IX
"protects people from discrimination
based on sex in education programs
or activities that receive federal
financial assistance.”

As other colleges and universities
remadeled their athletic programs
to accommodate women in their
athletic programs, Cedarville
University — called Cedarville College
at the time — did not need to change
much. It was already allowing women
to participate in academics and
athletics.

“As a student athlete during that
time, | never felt like what we were
doing didn't matter,” Clark said. “I
always felt respected, and we had
gym time; we were able to compete;
we had our own schedule; we had
transportation; we had uniforms.
And so, we were respected ¢n this
campus.”

Cedarville provided equal
opportunities for men and women
well before 1972 But what were
colleges and universities like before
Title 1X?

Cedarville's Title IX coordinator
Shanncn Berkheiser said that, in
academics, women were excluded
from majcrs that were not considered

"lady-like” or were seen as male-
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Lisi VWilllamson s a torward on Ledarville's
women's soccer team.

only, which included engineering and
business. In athletics, sports were
mostly for men, aside from what most
pecple considered “feminine” like
cheerleading.

Since the implementation of Title IX,
women have been given the option to
participate in athletics alongside their
male counterparts. Berkheiser pulled
numbers from the Women's Sports
Foundation. In the 1971-1972 school
year before Title IX was implemented,
under 30,000 women participated
in college athletics. Comparatively,
about 170,000 men played some kind
of sport. Since the 2020-2021 school
year, about 215,000 women play
sports.

Before Title IX, most schools did not
allow for women to play in sports or
discouraged them from participating.
But Cedarville University was different.

“At Cedarville, we were ahead of
the curve in terms of Title IX,” said
Chris Cross, the athletic director at
Cedarville University. "We had field

hockey, volleyball and cheerleading
prior to 1972 Soon after 1972, in
1973, we started women's basketball.
So, we were providing opportunities
at Cedarville well before,Title IX was
enacted.”

Clark attributes Cedarville's
commitment to the Bible for this
forward thinking.

"“We look at the Word of God, and it
tells us, 'Respect everyone',” she said.
‘God has created everyone, and we
are toc embrace that”

Since Title IX was implemented,
Cedarville has expanded its women’s
athletic programs by adding soccer,
softball, cross country and track.

Lisi Williamson, a junicr soccer
player, said, I think, generally, | do
not believe my experience has been
tainted by sexism. However, coming
in my freshman year, there was one
situation that was completely unfair,
and just got resolved this year.”

During her sophomore year, the
athletic department was supposed to
construct a women's locker room for
the soccer players, which was part of
Cedarvilie's 10-year plan. However,
only the men's soccer locker room
got renovated.

"Fertunately, we had one
representative that was just about as
livid as we were and fought for us to
at least get a new space,” Williamson
said. "It took two years, but finally
this year we were in our own space.
It's not as pretty or spacious like the
men's locker rooms, but itis our own
space.”

Despite some struggles, Cedarville
does a good job allowing women
to participate in athletics, and with
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God shows his faithfulness
in the midst of war in Ukraine

By Michael Cleverley

Yuki Funakoshi learned about the
war in Ukraine when he got off work
around 10 p.m. on February 24. For
about the first two days of the war he
was filled with dread. He didn't know
whether his family or friends were
okay.

"When things happen you don't
really know the full picture,”
Funakoshi said. "50 you assume the
worst.”

Funakoshi is a fifth-year Ukrainian
Cedarville University student. He went
to Poland with Send International,

a Christian non-profit missions
organization, {o serve Ukrainian

Yuki Funakoshi

refugees this past summer.
‘I did a lot of things, it differed from
day to day,” Funakoshi said. “One
of the big ones that | did was just
going to the main train station where
everycne’s coming from Ukraine.”
The station is their first stop outside
Ukraine.
"We would hand out essential
things like toiletries, food, clothes
in a blanket and things like that,” he
said. | would translate a lot, because
a lot of Polish volunteers, Americans,
Canadians and British people wanted
to help, but have a language barrier.”
He went to the Ukrainian embassy
to hand out gospel tracts and do
personal evangelism. Long lines of
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people waited to get everything
completed to stay in Poland.

Funakoshi grew up in Odessa, a port
city in the South of Ukraine along the
Black Sea. His parents are Japanese
naticnals who decided to become
missicnaries to Ukraine around 1994,
They saw an opportunity for missions
waork there shortly after the Soviet
Union broke up because Ukraine was
a predominantly atheist country.

When Russia invaded, Funakoshi's
parents decided to stay and serve.

"They've done a lot of children's
rinistry,” Funakoshi said. “In many
parts of the country, including
Odessa, the public schools have shut
down, 50, theyre providing extra
curricular things and a place for kids
to be able to study and do homework
at the church.”

His parents also drive out of the
country to places like Romania to
buy food and other supplies they
distribute in remote villages. They
use these opportunities to share their
faith with others and hand out Bibles
and tracts.

Funakoshi visited his parents during
the summer for about five days. He
returned to Odessa to see what it was
like. According to Funakoshi, the city
is in better condition than other cities
closer to the border and the Russian
military.

“It hasn't been attacked as badly
as those that are more eastward,
like Kharkiv or the Donbass and
Donetsk Luhansk area,” Funakoshi
said. "It never was actually encircled
by the Russian military. They have
to get close to fire artillery. There's
still a threat, because there's attacks
happening from drones and missiles,
maybe once a week, twice a week.”

Back in April, a rocket hit
an apartment half a mile from
where Funakoshi lived in Odessa.
Funakoshi said it felt surreal when
he saw the damage during the
summer. He used to walk by the
apartment every day. About 10

people died in the attack, including
a mother and her newborn baby.

Russia views QOdessa as a
strategically valuable city. If they can
take Odessa then they cut Ukraine
off fram the Black Sea. They also may
want to use Odessa and don't want to
damage the infrastructure. Funakoshi
said the attacks are probably meant
10 scare pecple rather than destroy
the city. Funakoshi said that there was
fear among the people there that, if
the other cities closer to the Russian
border were taken, they would be
next.

Alisa Berss, a freshrman Ukrainian
transfer student, was also pessimistic
at the beginning of the war. She'd
seen the videos of Putin talking about
all the things they would do when
they invaded. Berss was in Kyiv when
the war started and could hear the

Alisa Berss

explosions from her window.

"My mom, she was so strong,” Berss
said. "She was so calm, and was like,
‘Hey, we have God in our hearts. He
gives us the promise of eternal life,
so you don't have to be scared about
this. If you die, you will have your life
and every good thing. | didn't have
this hope that | would survive, but
glory to God everything was OK.”

Berss, her mother and her brother
left Ukraine and traveled to Lithuania.
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Cross guides student-athletes in nnacitinn
he never expected as athletic d

By Alan Brads

Growing up deep in Steelers
country in West Virginia, Chris Cross
gravitated toward sports and never
looked back.

"We had a hoop in our driveway
where | used to play with my brother,”
Cross said. “He would beat me like a
drum every time, but | still remember
when | finally beat him and realized |
was pretty good.”

But as a fifth-grader playing
basketball in the driveway, he never
dreamed that his passion would make
him an athletic director at a Division |l
university, He was just playing ball.

Cross arrived in Cedarville in 2004
as an athletic trainer and assistant
professor of athletic training.

"I had never heard of Cedarville,”
Cross said. “l| saw an ad for an open
position and | saw it was a Christian
scheol. You never know what people
mean by Christian school, so | was
a little skeptical, but when | walked
around campus it had a different
atmosphere than I'd ever experienced
before.”

He excelled as an athletic trainer
and connected with students in a way
their coaches can't.

"What | miss about athletic training
is hanging out with the athletes,”
he said. "Hanging out in the training
rcom, you get to dive deep into a
student-athlete’s life. A lot of their
identities have been wrapped up in
their sport, so when they have an
injury they have to do rehab for, that
peels away some of those layers, and
we focus on why we do what we do.”

After 10 years as an athletic
trainer, Cross entered the ranks of
administration working with NCAA
compliance, ensuring athletes and the
university followed NCAA regulations
for student athletes.

In July, 2021 Dr. Alan Geist stepped
down from his position as athletic
director to return to a teaching role,
and university president Dr. Thomas
White asked Cross to serve as the
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interim athletic director.

White promoted Cross to full-time
Athletic Director on February 18, 2022.

“If you told me 18 years ago that
I'd be doing this, I'd say you're crazy,”
Cross said. "That was not even a
thought in my mind.”

Under Cross's leadership, Cedarville
athletes have attended five naticnal
championships and tournaments.

“What | enjoy most about this
position at Cedarville is seeing student-
athletes compete hard, play with
passion that is given to themn by Christ,
but at the end of the match we pray
for the other team and show them that
Christ loves them,” Cross said.

Anyone who has played pick-up
basketball with Cross knows about
his competitive nature, but he has a
deeper desire for Cedarville athletics
than trophies.

“The reason we play sports is to
tell people abeout Christ,” Cross said.
“Right or wrong, athletics in today's
culture has been put on a pedestal
above other parts of culture, so that
gives us a platform.”

Cross recalls his favorite moment
on the job. The men’s cross country
team qualified for the national meet
in Florida. A hot, humid day mixed
with a hilly course produced a subpar
run for the team, and a disappointing
result. Even so, the Yellow Jacket
runners spearheaded a prayer circle
of students from universities across
America.

‘I could not have been more proud
of our student-athletes than that
moment right there,” he said. "That's
what we're all about.”

Less than a year into his tenure as
the athletic director, Cross has no
plans of moving anytime soon.

“You don't stay at an institution
for 18 years without believing in the
mission,” he said. "I'm sold out for this
place”

He and his wife Barbara raised their
three sons, Mason, Colby and Tyler

in Ced:

Mason

studen

the yal P
Cedarville when he graduates from
high school.

Cross preaches that athletics are
good for character development, and
he practices what he preaches in his
own family. 0

“There's no better place in the
world to raise a son or daughter than
on the athletic field,” he said.

Cross emphasized that every
Cedarville athlete is just like every
other student. Not once did Cross
mention the word "athlete” without
prefacing it with "student.”

"I want to see our students and
student-athletes get to know each
other, and realize that this person is
the same as them, and struggles with
the same things, and deals with the
same challenges that | do.”

Just as Cross wants student
athletes to reach out and get to know
students, he wants students to come
support their athlete friends. -

"Students cheering like crazy in the
stands creates a great environment,
and it's easier to do that when you have
a relationship with the players,” he said. E

Whether it's working one-on-aone
as a trainer, or at the top as athletic
director, Cross loves working with }
students for the glory of God.

His office reveals this mindset.
His Steelers bobbleheads show he !
remembers his past, his framed |
photos of Cedarville athletes show [
he's living in the present, his business
and marketing books show he's [
looking forward to the future, and
the Bible. on the end of his bookshelf
closest to his chair, shows his mind is |
always set on eternity. |

Alan Brads is a sophomare journalism
studant and frequent contributor for
Cedars. He enjoys plaving the drums and
speaking Spanish, and watches Buckeysg
football like his life deperids on il

Fall 2022







Website: cedars.cedarville.edu

Instagram: @cedarsaatcu
Facebook: @Cedars
Twitter: @CedarsatCU



https://cedars.cedarville.edu/

	Just Sayin': On next steps
	Change in comedy
	The life of Brenda Reid
	Title IX celebrates its 50th anniversary
	The power of animation
	Dr. White celebrates 10 years
serving Cedarville University
	Adoptees share their perspectives
on transracial adoption
	How interactivity is a game changer
	God shows his faithfulness
in the midst of war
	Cedarville's Christian worldview sets
them apart in the sports world
	Ronni Kurtz pours his life's work
into teaching his students
	Chris Cross guides student-athletes in posit ion
he never expected as athletic director

